
Kristen Miller 

Crew Leader 2013 

Brad Kildow 
WI DNR 

Coordinator 
Dr. James Cook 
Faculty Advisor 



UWSP Fire Crew 

• Established in 1986 

• Para-professional 

• Memorandum of 
Understanding with 
Wisconsin DNR 

• WI DNR provides 
oversight, training, and 
some equipment. 

• Fire Crew reciprocates 
with personnel when 
requested 



UWSP Fire Crew 
• Offers students 

who join 
– Fire Training 

– Prescribed Fire 
Experience 

– Opportunities to 
Experience Fire in 
Other Parts of the 
Country (Fire 
Tourists) 

– Wildfire 
Suppression 
Experience 



Training 

I-100 Into to ICS S-130 Firefighter Training 

S-131 Advanced 

Firefighter 

S-133 Look Up, Look Down, Look 

Around 

L-180 Human Factors on 

the Fireline 

S-190 Intro to Fire Behavior 

I-200 Basic Incident 

Command System 

S-211 Portable Pumps and Water 

Use 

S-212 Wildland Fire Chain 

Saws 

S-215 Fire Operations in the 

Urban Interface 

S-270 Basic Air 

Operations 

L-280 Followership to Leadership 

• Through combination of WI DNR staff, faculty, 
cooperators, and qualified alumni, the following 
courses have been offered to crew and the public. 



Prescribed Fire 
• Originally burned 

campus owned lands 

• The Crew offers 
prescribed fire services 
to landowners 
throughout Wisconsin 
for prairie and 
savannah restoration. 

• Fire Crew assists with 
burns  on agency 
managed lands 



• Brochure from 
the Wisconsin 
Central Sands 
Regional Plan by 
the University of 
Wisconsin, 
Madison and 
The Nature 
Conservancy 
listing Fire Crew 
as source for 
prescribed fire . 

Restoration Assistance Through 
Prescribed Fire 



“Fire Tourists” 
• During winter and spring 

breaks Fire Crew members 
travel to other regions of 
the country to gain fire 
experience. 

• Past trips have visited Eglin 
Air Force Base near 
Pensacola, FL; Blackwater 
NWR Maryland; St Johns 
River Water Management 
District, FL. 

• This year trips visited Gold 
Head State Park in 
Keystone Heights, FL over 
Winter Break and plan to 
visit Oklahoma over Spring 
Break. 



Fire  
Suppression 

• Fire Crew members 
support the state and 
federal wildland agencies. 

• For WI DNR they serve as 
lookouts, “riders”, and 
hand crews 

• Busy fire years Fire Crew 
provides 25-30 squads of 
4-7 members. Real busy 
fire days as many as 80 
Fire Crew members are 
assigned. 



Questions 

I want to thank : 
UWSP 
Dr. James Cook, the Fire Crew  Faculty Advisor 
Brad Kildow,  WI DNR Coordinator to the Fire Crew 
The Fire Crew members for allowing me to serve as the Crew Leader 


