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UWSP Fire Crew

Established in 1986
Para-professional

Memorandum of
Understanding with
Wisconsin DNR

WI DNR provides i
oversight, training, and »=
some equipment.

Fire Crew reciprocates

with personnel when
requested
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- It

e Offers students
who join
— Fire Training
— Prescribed Fire
Experience

— Opportunities'to
Experience Fire in
Other Parts of the |
Country (Fire
Tourists)

— Wildfire
Suppression
Experience



Training
 Through combination of WI DNR staff, faculty,
cooperators, and qualified alumni, the following

courses have been offered to crew and the public.
Into to ICS Firefighter Training

Advanced Look Up, Look Down, Look
Firefighter Around

Human Factors on Intro to Fire Behavior
the Fireline

Basic Incident Portable Pumps and Water
Command System Use

Wildland Fire Chain Fire Operations in the
Saws Urban Interface

Basic Air Followership to Leadership
Operations




Prescribed Fire

Originally burned
campus owned lands

The Crew offers
prescribed fire services
to landowners
throughout Wisconsin
for prairie and
savannah restoration.

Fire Crew assists with
burns on agency
managed lands




Restoration Assistance Through
Prescribed Fire

Brochure from
the Wisconsin
Central Sands
Regional Plan by
the University of
Wisconsin,
Madison and
The Nature
Conservancy
listing Fire Crew
as source for
prescribed fire
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Asslstance numbears and websites:
Liriversity of Wieconsin-Stevens Foint Fire Crew for
low-coat prescribed fire assistance to private land-
owners. Des www uwap.cou/ stuorg/fire or contact by

phone, (713)-24&-28637 or emall, firecrew@uwsp edu

omenesion o Wizconsin Prescribed Fire Councll has contact= for

and aftor Srcatmci,

private conbractors, training opportunities for land-
owners, and educational materiale. See: hitp:/fwww.
prescribedfire.org
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“Fire Tourists”

During winter and spring
breaks Fire Crew members
travel to other regions of
the country to gain fire
experience.

Past trips have visited Eglin
Air Force Base near
Pensacola, FL; Blackwater
NWR Maryland; St Johns
River Water Management
District, FL.

This year trips visited Gold
Head State Park in
Keystone Heights, FL over
Winter Break and plan to
visit Oklahoma over Spring
Break.

Firecrew members in Florids

Firecrew members gain hot tips on prescribed burns in Florida

Beach plans for spring break? Not for the UW-Stevens
Point Firecrew. Eight firecrew members spent their
spring break in Florida leaming different methods

of starting prescribed burns, including the use of a
helicopter to set a fire from the air.

Shelby Worel, a junior majoring in forestry recreation,
stated “In Wisconsin, we usually use bulldozers during
prescribed bums, here we got to see an aerial ignition
using helicopters and napalm. It was really exciting!”

The students, participating as district volunteers,

worked alongside the St. Johns River Water

Management District land managers to conduct four

prescribed bums on district lands which included a

' 3,000-acre burn at the Seminole Ranch Conservation
Area.

Blackwater Fire program host University of
Wisconsin Stevens Point Wildland Fire Crew

Region 5, January 17,2012

This past January the
Blackwater Fire Zone
hosted a five person
wildland fire crew
from the University of
Wisconsin Stevens
Point. During the
seven days, the crew

Member of Stevens Point
fire crew igniting marsh
grasses with the powerpot
out of an airboat. - Photo
Credit n/a

was at Blackwater
National Wildlife
Refuge (NWR) where
they assisted fire
staff in completing

seven prescribed fires for over 1,000 acres. The
completed burning met multiple objectives, such as
hazardous fuels reduction and habitat restoration. The crew is made up of

Joareyn Hill and Steve
Stack preparing to burn -
Photo Credit: na

students working on natural resource management degrees with an emphisis on
forestry and fire ecology. The crew leader, Mrs. Joareyn Hill, has worked at
Blackwater NWR as a volunteer and emergency firefighter for the past two

summers and is now entering into the Student Career Experience Program
(SCEP) program as a biotech. We encourage others out there to look into
internships and volunteer opportunities to help the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
fire programs. We look forward to hosting the Stevens Point fire crew in the
future and if others are interested please contact the Blackwater Fire program
for more information at 410-228-2692 ext. 128.




Fire
Suppression

* Fire Crew members
support the state and :
federal wildland agencies. B

 For WI DNR they serve as
ookouts, “riders”, and
nand crews

e Busy fire years Fire Crew
provides 25-30 squads of
4-7 members. Real busy
fire days as many as 80
Fire Crew members are
assigned.




Questions

| want to thank :

UWSP

Dr. James Cook, the Fire Crew Faculty Advisor

Brad Kildow, WI DNR Coordinator to the Fire Crew

The Fire Crew members for allowing me to serve as the Crew Leader



